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[For previous coverage of the Haitian coup and related events, see NotiSur 11/13/91.] Nov. 6:
According to a report appearing in the Bonn (Germany) newspaper Frankfurter Rundschau,
Haiti is capable of resisting an international trade embargo because of traditional dependence
on contraband imports. The report said contraband is now controlled by the military officers
who ousted Jean Bertrand Aristide. The Frankfurter claimed that 72% of goods consumed in
Haiti are imported, and 90% of imports enter the country illegally. Nov. 8: The Agence FrancePresse reported that nearly 1,000 people demonstrated in Port-au-Prince in support of Aristide
and the international trade embargo. The Haitian Nationalist Progressive Party (PANPRA) issued
a statement calling for "courage and political lucidity" in negotiations among the Organization
of American States (OAS), Aristide, the army, the National Assembly and civilian authorities.
Next, the party declared opposition to "all forms of foreign military intervention," and criticized
the embargo. Nov. 9: The Bolivian news agency ERBOL reported that Aristide donated his last
month's salary for US$5,259 to the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF). The money is earmarked for
Bolivian children. Haiti's provisional government requested that French Ambassador to Haiti Jean
Raphael Dufour "leave the country immediately," result of statements "potentially disruptive to
the public order." According to the Reuter news service, on Nov. 6 Dufour described members of
the military-controlled government as "cowards who are ready to pack their bags and flee," and
"mediocre and rotting smashed worms, [who] are still dangerous." He also expressed support
for the embargo recommended by the OAS. Dufour also provided safe haven for Aristide and
his supporters at the embassy and his private residence following the coup. According to police
sources, a few hundred Haitians demonstrated against Dufour outside his Port-au-Prince residence.
No violent incidents were reported. Police sources said hundreds of Haitians demonstrated at
the Port-au-Prince airport against the OAS-sponsored trade embargo, and plans for Aristide's
return. The protesters assembled at the airport to meet an OAS mission. Police arrested three
people. After receiving news of demonstration at the airport, the OAS mission postponed arrival
until Nov. 10. During the protest, two reporters working for the independent Radio Metropole
were attacked by demonstrators. According to witnesses cited by foreign journalists, in the San
Martin neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, public security forces fired on a crowd of demonstrators
calling for Aristide's return. One person was killed. Haitian news sources reported that Paul
Jean Mario, a reporter for the independent Radio Antilles Internacional, was arrested in Portau-Prince. Witnesses said Mario was detained by a police officer and seven armed men dressed
as civilians. The reporter's private residence located in the town of Petit Goave, 68 km. from the
capital was burned to the ground shortly after the Sept. 30 coup. Nov. 10: Protesters reassembled
at the Port-au-Prince airport to show opposition to the trade embargo, the OAS, and Aristide. The
demonstrators attempted to block the route of the OAS special mission, and threw themselves
at the approximately 20 official vehicles transporting the dignitaries. No injuries were reported.
Soldiers armed with machineguns surrounded the residence of French Ambassador Jean Raphael
Dufour. An Agence France-Presse photographer was attacked in the Port-au-Prince airport by
a person opposed to the French government's position on the Haitian crisis. Nov. 11: Members
of the OAS special mission met in Port- au-Prince with coup leader Brig.Gen. Raoul Cedras,
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Interim Prime Minister Jean-Jacques Honorat and Aristide's prime minister, Rene Preval. Although
members of both the OAS and Haitian negotiation teams had agreed to avoid press statements,
mission leader Augusto Ramirez Ocampo told Spanish news service EFE that the negotiations
had passed from the theoretical to the practical level. Ramirez Ocampo, former foreign minister
of Colombia, said the mission's objective is to identify the conditions under which restoration of
the constitutional order can occur. For the OAS mission, three basic and non-negotiable points
for the discussions are Aristide's return to power, respect for human rights, and a return to the
rule of law. According to diplomatic sources cited by foreign news agencies, the only notable
shortages thus far are gasoline, electricity and water. Nonetheless, prices on foodstuffs and other
subsistence goods have increased between 60% and 100% in the past few days. During an annual
meeting in Cochabamba, Bolivia, the International Socialist Committee for Latin America and the
Caribbean issued a statement supporting Aristide's return to power. In Miami, Florida, human
rights and Haitian interest groups protested the absence of a definitive policy by Washington
on Haitian refugees. The situation is complicated by the fact the country is currently ruled by a
government denied recognition by the US. Consequently, while the Coast Guard prevents boats
carrying Haitian refugees from docking at US shores, it has also refrained from forcing the vessels
to return to Haiti. Approximately 490 Haitians are being held on three US Coast Guard vessels.
Marc Bazin, president of the Movement for the Installation of Democracy in Haiti (MIDH), told
reporters that the Haitian military will be the least and last affected by the OAS embargo. He said
the innocent people of Haiti are the real victims of the embargo. Rene Theodore, general secretary
of the Haitian Communist Unification Party (PUCH) and National Reconstruction Movement
leader, also expressed opposition to the economic blockade. According to Theodore, embargo only
makes "the poor poorer." Nov. 12: Demonstrations against the OAS, the embargo and Aristide's
return continued outside the hotel in Port-au- Prince where members of the OAS special mission
were housed. Some demonstrators were cited as saying they had received up to US$20 from
businesspeople to participate in the protests. The Agence France-Presse reported that seven persons
were detained by police officers following services at a Roman Catholic church in Port-au-Prince.
The mass was held by Msgr. Antoine Adrien, an Aristide ally. Civic and religious groups in the
Dominican Republic announced a 48-hour general strike to begin Nov. 19. The strike was organized
to protest an attack by Dominican soldiers on a church where Haitians had taken refuge in the
border town of Dajabon. The organizations sponsoring the strike the Broad Front for Popular
Struggle, Retailers Association, Youth Action Club and the National Nursing Services Union, among
others also asked the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to set up a permanent mission
in the border area to monitor the flow of Haitian refugees. A pro-Aristide demonstration at the Portau-Prince University's downtown science facility was violently repressed by police. Local media
sources reported that between 80 and 150 students were arrested, and at least four were beaten.
According to a local radio broadcast, a pro-Aristide demonstration in Gonaives, 150 km. northwest
of Port-au- Prince, was dispersed by police wielding clubs. OAS commission members met with
representatives of the following parties opposed to Aristide's return to power: the Movement
for the Installation of Democracy in Haiti (MIDH), the National Agricultural-Industrial Party
(PAIN), the Haitian Communist Unification Party (PUCH), the National Union for the Defense of
Human Rights in Haiti (UNDDHH), the Federated Party in Contact with the Democratic Forces
(PFCFD), the Mobilizing Party for National Development (MDN), and the Nationalist Progressive
Revolutionary Party (PPNR). Nov. 13: After returning to Washington, OAS mission chief Augusto
Ramirez Ocampo told reporters that the Haitian National Assembly had pledged to bring together
all parties involved in the current conflict for negotiations under OAS auspices. Ramirez Ocampo
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said the negotiations are expected to take place in Cartagena, Colombia, and will create the basis
for a new government. In joint statements released by the OAS and the Haitian National Assembly,
the Haitian military asserted that "the final decision" will be made by civilian authorities, while
the armed forces are to act as consultants in the negotiations. Once the crisis is resolved, said
the statement, the OAS promises to mobilize international cooperation toward lifting the trade
embargo. Official sources reported that a Haitian who worked as a guard and chauffeur at the US
Embassy was killed and his female companion raped by armed men in a Port-au-Prince suburb. In
a separate attack, 15 gunmen tried unsuccessfully to raid the home of a chauffeur employed by the
Venezuelan Embassy. The first victim acted as president of a "development committee," one of the
neighborhood organizations forming the core of support for Aristide. The three governments issuing
the most forceful demands for the deposed president's return are Venezuela, France and the US.
Nov. 14: The Haitian Foreign Ministry ordered French Ambassador Jean Raphael Dufour to leave
the country within 48 hours, after asserting that his continued presence was "undesirable." Nov.
15: US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher told reporters that 480 Haitian refugees
are being held at the US naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba, and another 500 are on Coast Guard
vessels. He said the government had not yet decided between three difficult options: return the
refugees to Haiti, or the policy prior to the Sept. 30 coup; permit the refugees to remain in the
US by granting them political asylum; and, resettlement in third nations. According to Boucher,
the second option would only encourage the flight of larger numbers of Haitians in unseaworthy
craft. Boucher said the large majority of Haitians do not qualify for political asylum because they
fled the country for primarily economic reasons. He added that Central and South American
governments requested by Washington to provide temporary refuge to the Haitians had thus far
not responded. The Voice of America commenced Creole-language broadcasts warning Haitians
that rickety boats on the high seas are extremely dangerous. Boat passengers cannot count on
rescue, and with very few exceptions, refugees will not be permitted entry into the US. During
a visit to Washington, Argentine President Carlos Menem said that the Haitian military "used
weapons instead of intelligence" which interrupted constitutional order and democracy. Menem
refused to rule out the possibility of using military force to restore Aristide to power, although such
option "would be a last resort." The French organization "Journalists Without Borders" issued an
"urgent call for the release of all journalists currently detained in Haiti," and an end to all forms
of intimidation against reporters. Nov. 16: Approximately 600 Haitians and US citizens in Miami
protested the US government's treatment of recent Haitian refugees. Nov. 17: According to a report
broadcast by the Bogota- based Radio Caracol network, Ramirez Ocampo said negotiations between
the Haitian National Assembly and deposed president Aristide would take place in Cartagena the
following weekend. The OAS will mediate the talks. French Ambassador Dufour failed to leave
Haiti prior to expiration of the deadline imposed by the provisional government. Nov. 18: The US
State Department released the following communique: "In the absence of a sufficient safe haven
option, the Coast Guard has been directed to return most of the boat people to Haiti beginning on
Monday, Nov. 18." As of Monday morning, the US Coast Guard had intercepted 1,800 refugees. Of
the total, 1,300 were housed on Coast Guard vessels, and 483 at the Guantanamo base in Cuba. State
Department spokesperson Richard Boucher said that thus far, only three governments Venezuela,
Belize and Trididad and Tobago had agreed to provide temporary accommodations for a limited
number of Haitian refugees. Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY) described the decision as a "racist and
vicious policy." He said, "This would not have happened if the refugees were European." The North
American Committee of Lawyers for Human Rights issued a statement calling for an investigation
by the UN and OAS human rights committees into the Haitian situation. The Committee asserted
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 5

LADB Article Id: 063886
ISSN: 1060-4189

that current conditions are similar to the Duvalier period, with reports of extrajudicial executions,
torture, threats, disappearances, arbitrary arrest and intimidation of journalists. The statement also
condemned Washington's decision to deport Haitian refugees. According to local news sources,
one person was shot to death and five others injured in Cap Haitien following a military parade
and protest against deposed president Aristide. Aristide supporters threw rocks at demonstration
participants, and soldiers responded by shooting into the air. Nov. 19: The UNHCR issued a
statement condemning the US government's decision to repatriate Haitian refugees. A Miami
federal judge issued a temporary restraining order prohibiting the US government from forcibly
repatriating the 1,500 Haitians intercepted by the Coast Guard, and "currently held on vessels flying
the US flag." The US State Department issued an advisory to US citizens residing in Haiti. Citizens
were told that decisions to remain are "at their own risk." French Ambassador Jean Raphael Dufour
left Haiti. Haitian National Assembly president Dejean Belizaire requested that the OAS ease up
on the trade embargo as a condition for participation by an Assembly delegation in negotiations to
take place in Colombia. An OAS spokesperson told reporters that initial contacts had been made
to organize the delivery of humanitarian aid to Haiti. The Pan-American Health Organization,
International Red Cross, Inter-American Agricultural Cooperation Institute, Inter-American
Development Bank, and the US Agency for International Development will cooperate in these
efforts. In Paris, representatives of 47 nations participating in the Fourth Summit of Francophone
Nations adopted a resolution calling for the reestablishment of constitutional order in Haiti. Nov. 20:
In Paris, Aristide told reporters that he is willing to make "some concessions" during negotiations in
Colombia with members of the Haitian legislature. Possible concessions include the appointment of
a new prime minister (in charge of cabinet appointments encompassing opposition politicians), and
an amnesty for soldiers who participated in the coup. In Port-au-Prince, approximately 20 Aristide
supporters took refuge in the Canadian Embassy. The young people requested political asylum in
Canada. The Canadian government later rejected the request, asserting that the Haitians had made
threats against Canadian diplomats, and were associated with a radical group with ties to Cuba and
Libya. Nov. 21: In a statement, the Haitian National Assembly said an Assembly delegation will visit
Colombia to negotiate with Aristide on conditions for his return to power. The Assembly's previous
demand regarding the OAS-recommended trade embargo was not mentioned. US District Court
Judge C. Clyde Atkins denied a petition by Washington to cancel a restraining order against the
repatriation of Haitian refugees. He scheduled a hearing for Nov. 27 on a motion for a permanent
injunction to follow the restraining order. Nov. 22: US and Cuban crews conducted search and
rescue efforts to locate over 100 missing Haitian refugees. The Haitians' boat capsized Nov. 19 off
Cuba's eastern coast. As of Friday, at least 60 survivors and 39 bodies had been located. In a Creolelanguage broadcast on the Voice of America, Aristide begged Haitians to stay at home, and resist
the military regime in a non-violent fashion. Nov. 23: According to a Washington Post report, the
trade embargo is having a major impact on the lives of agricultural workers and slum dwellers.
Wealthy merchant and industrialist families who supported the coup are leaving for their homes
in Miami. In Cartagena, Colombia, negotiations began between deposed president Aristide and
a National Assembly delegation. Cuban news agency Prensa Latina reported that 112 bodies of
Haitian refugees had been recovered thus far, result of the Nov. 19 boat capsizing incident. The
US Coast Guard rescued 213 Haitian refugees attempted to reach Florida in an overcrowded boat.
As of Nov. 23, refugees held on US vessels numbered 1,230. Nov. 24: Negotiations in Cartagena
reached an impasse over Aristide's return to Haiti as president, and the timing and conditions
for lifting the trade embargo. The National Assembly delegation conditioned further talks on
immediate suspension of the embargo. Aristide asserted that his reinstatement as president was
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not negotiable. OAS special commission president Ramirez Ocampo said he did not rule out further
talks, although dates and sites had not been set. He added that the OAS may "gradually" lift the
embargo "as long as negotiations progress" for Aristide's return to power. Nov. 25: According
to the NBC television network, Washington is considering constructing a refugee camp at the
Guantanamo naval base to house the Haitian refugees. As of Monday, refugees on board US Coast
Guard vessels totaled over 2,600. Of a total 6,112 Haitians rescued by the Coast Guard this year,
half received such assistance since the Sept. 30 coup. Nov. 26: The OAS Inter-American Human
Rights Commission issued a statement denouncing the "systematic" violation of human rights
in Haiti, resulting in the deaths of over 1,500 people since the coup. The statement mentioned
"numerous arbitrary arrests, mistreatment, torture and harassment by members of the armed forces
and police against several sectors of the populations," particularly supporters of deposed president
Aristide. The Commission expressed extreme concern about the discovery of two common graves
containing 60 corpses. According to the statement, the situation in Haiti has deteriorated since
the coup. (Sources: Notimex, 11/12/91; ACAN-EFE, 11/18/91; Inter Press Service, 11/06/91, 11/1116/91, 11/18/91; Deutsche Press Agentur, 11/19/91, 11/22/91; Reuter, 11/23/91; Washington Post,
11/22-24/91; Spanish news service EFE, 11/08-13/91, 11/16-19/91, 11/21-25/91; Agence France-Presse,
11/08-15/91, 11/17-21/91, 11/23-26/91; Associated Press, 11/12/91, 11/14/91, 11/15/91, 11/20-25/91)

-- End --
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